Artist Biography

Alfred J. Quiroz
Alfred J. Quiroz, a painter and mixed-media artist, was born in Tucson, AZ. He served in the U.S. Navy during the Vietnam War (1963–68) and attended the San Francisco Art Institute, earning a B.F.A. in painting in 1971. He earned an M.A.T. at the Rhode Island School of Design in Providence in 1974 and completed his M.F.A. in painting at the University of Arizona in 1984. 
Quiroz was selected into the Artist-in-Education Program for the Arizona Commission on the Arts from 1985 to 1989. He also began to exhibit nationally and in 1988 was awarded the prestigious Arizona Arts Award from the Tucson Community Foundation. He was selected by Partners of the Americas to conduct a mural project with children in Oaxaca, Mexico, in 1995. During the following year he was artist-in-residence in San Cristobal de las Casas, Chiapas, Mexico.
Hired by the University of Arizona as an assistant professor in 1989, Quiroz was promoted to associate professor with tenure in 1993 and was appointed area director of painting and drawing in 1993–95 and 1997–99. He became a full professor in 1998 and was elected to a two-year term as division cochair for the studio program for 1998–99. Also that year, he was invited to participate in year-end evaluations at the Academy of Fine Arts and Design in Bratislava, Slovakia. 
His most recent solo exhibition was held in 2001 at the University of Texas at El Paso. Other national exhibition venues include a two-person show with Luis Jimenez at the Davis Dominguez Gallery in Tucson in 2001, and Chispa, a three-person exhibition at Apex Gallery in New York in 2000. He has exhibited extensively in state, regional, and national venues, as well as international ventures in Slovakia, Mexico, and Spain. 
Quiroz was awarded two Visual Arts Fellowships from the Arizona Commission on the Arts in 1989 and 1994 and two Visual Arts Fellowships from the Tucson-Pima Arts Council in 1996 and 2000. His work was selected for inclusion in Contemporary Chicana and Chicano Art: Artists, Works, Culture, and Education (Tempe, AZ: Bilingual Review/Press, 2002) and the St. James Guide to Hispanic Artists (Farmington Hills, MI: St. James Press, 2002). His work was also published in Redefining American History Painting (New York: Cambridge University Press, 1995). He was elected to the CAA Nominating Committee and has served as juror on visual-arts panels for the National Endowment for the Arts, the General Services Administration, Arts Midwest, the Mid-America Art Alliance, the Southern Arts Federation, the Western States Arts Federation (board member 1993–96), as well as for several state arts organizations.
